
Memorial Day-St. Peter’s 
 
          One of the collects from our Prayer-book begins with the phrase, “Almighty God we 
commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at 
home and abroad.” 
 
          Memorial Day, tomorrow, is a time we remember and honor those who gave their lives in 

the service of our country; it is also a time to remember the service of all veterans as well as 

those who presently serve in our military. I am of the opinion as a Christian and a citizen that 

we have a responsibility to pray for these folks certainly but also to pray for our political and 

military leadership that the troops who serve in our name and in our stead may receive 

honorable, legal and responsible orders as they fulfill their military commitments. As people of 

faith and as citizens we have a responsibility to insure the well-being of those who serve us so 

gallantly. War is not outside the confines of ethical strictures; the decision to go to war and the 

manner in which war is conducted is a moral issue. Our young men and women have a right to 

expect the best from our leaders and from us. We honor them and care for them not just within a 

war zone; we honor them when we deploy them only to places that are worthy of their sacrifice; 

we should honor them when they are wounded or severely handicapped by caring for them with 

the best medical and psychological care we can offer regardless of the expense and length of 

care, and we honor them, should they die, by caring for their families in ways that best assure 

their family’s well-being. 

 

          I have read that both President Roosevelt and General Eisenhower, prior to the Normandy  

landing, believed as many as 20,000 soldiers might die during that landing. They prayed 

intensely and hoped to God that what they were doing was right and just. They did not enter 

into that decision frivolously but with fear and trembling. We as a people can never guarantee 

the parameters of international relations. But as people of God I urge us to honor our soldiers, 

sailors, airmen, marines, guardsmen and Coast Guard personnel by believing that our first and 

primary responsibility toward them is to be peacemakers; to discover ways, as the Old 

Testament prophet Isaiah says, “for each of us to sit in the shade of the vine and reason 

together”, and to be guided by our Lord’s words, that “it is the peacemaker who is blessed”.  
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          We have a firm responsibility as people of faith to say to our political leaders whomever 

they might be and whatever the circumstances, that that young man or woman whom you are 

considering sending to war is our child, our son and our daughter, and they will be engaging 

other sons and daughters and that they are not pawns nor fodder to be expended, but children of 

God who have entrusted themselves into the care of those whom we pray are responsible and 

discerning people.  

 

          War is the first resort for a leadership of scoundrels and the last resort for a leadership of 

discernment. I pray to God that Isaiah’s vision will come true: “that the nations shall beat their 

swords into plowshares , and their spears into pruning hooks; and that nation  shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore”. Until that happens, I pray that we 

will beseech God to stir the leaders of our nation and the world to the notion that the way we 

truly honor our young men and women of the armed forces is to strive mightily to place our  

beliefs into the market place of ideas, to expend our financial resources in international 

development, to open our hearts and minds to the ways and needs of others, to discern to new 

ways to love and cherish our neighbor rather than to fear or despise them. 

 

          The military is an honorable service. We have a responsibility to the world and to 

ourselves as people of God and citizens of this great and wondrous land, to insure that we do 

not place our military men and women in situations that demean or dishonor that service. Their 

service and their sacrifice are too great to be marginalized. 

 

                                                                                                         Amen 

 

 


